
The number was increased further when earlier Seceders living in In-

verkeithing, Dalgety and Aberdour were disjoined from Dunfermline and 

attached to this new body in Inverkeithing.  They acquired a “yard with 

houses” on the north side of the burgh and in 1753 they built a church. 

Their first minister the Rev. David Forrest was ordained in January 1755 

and they continued as a separate entity until 1929.  

  

In 1805 the parish church was described as having “more the appearance 

of a cellar than a place of worship.” Some remedial work did take place 

over the next few years during which, in 1806, the Font was discovered 

below the floor of the Tower.  In 1825 the church was badly damaged by a 

fire started when coals fell from an unattended brazier being used by 

plumbers working on the lead on the roof. Fear of the fire spreading re-

sulted in pews being torn up and thrown through the windows thus in-

creasing the damage. Following the fire it was proposed to build a new 

church on a different site but this was resisted. The walls of the church 

were taken down to a line approximately one foot below the window lev-

els and the present walls, pillars and arches built. These were increased in 

height to allow the provision of galleries should Presbytery require them. 

In 1900 the church was completely refurbished to a design by P McGreg-

or Chalmers, the Glasgow architect. 

   

 In 1929 the Associate Church, (which through the years had be-

come a United Associate Church, a United Presbyterian Church in 1847, a 

United Free Church in 1900), rejoined the Church of Scotland. This 

church then became St. John’s Parish Church whilst Inverkeithing Parish 

Church now took the name St. Peter’s. The two churches united in 2006 to 

become Inverkeithing Parish Church once more. 



The Stained Glass Windows 

   

 On entering the Church  one is first struck by how light and airy 

the inside of the building is, a  far cry from the cellar described in 1805. 

Then the eye is taken by the large stained glass window in the east wall. 

This window installed in 1856  is Munich glass and was imported through 

Leith by Mr R B Watson of Dunfermline, who had glass businesses there 

and in Edinburgh .                                                                               

 To either side of this window are two memorial windows, that on 

the left hand side, “The Resurrection” was donated by Mr. Chalmers of  

Dean Villa, North Queensferry, in memory of his wife. It was installed in 

1900 by A. Ballantyne & Gardiner.  

 That to the right, “The Helmet of Salvation” was gifted by Mrs 

Gloag and Mrs Stenhouse in memory of their parents, Mr. James Thrift 

Smith and Mrs Anne Smith of  Duloch. This is the same Mr. Smith who 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 In the North wall is the window commemorating the 750th Anni-

versary of the church and the ministry of the Rev. John (Ben) Johnston, 

minister from 1938 to 1981. The window depicts the history of the church 

and its long association with the Burgh. This window was designed and 

installed by Christian Shaw and was dedicated on Sunday 29th November, 

1998. 

 

 In the opposite wall is the War Memorial window. This was un-

veiled by the Earl of Elgin on Sunday 19th June 1921. Originally to com-

memorate those who fell in the First World War, on 19th June 1949 a 

bronze plaque was fixed to the sill below it to commemorate those who 

fell in World War Two. 



The Chancel Area 
 

 This area, pews, reredos, font and pulpit, remains essentially as it 

was with the refurbishment in 1900 by Dr. P MacGregor Chalmers, who 

also designed the interior of Paisley Abbey. 
  

  

 The box pews in the south east corner were also installed at this 

time. These, the Burgh Council pews, were paid for by the council and 

have carved panels showing the Arms and Cocket Seal of the Burgh. (A 

Cocket Seal was the Custom House seal used to show duty had been paid 

on items landed in the port.)  
  

 The Communion Table has an inset plate commemorating the 

members of the United Free Church who fell in the First World War. 
  

 The lectern on the table commemorates those in St. John’s Church 

who fell in the Second World War.  
  

 The chairs around the Communion Table commemorate the bicen-

tenary of St. John’s Church in 1952 and the Rev R W Anderson, minister 

of St John’s from 1937 to 1958.  

The Font 
   

 This is one of the finest carved fonts in Scotland. It is believed to 

have been gifted to the church by Robert III and his Queen, Annabella 

Drummond, for the baptism of their first son, David, Earl of Carrick, later 

Duke of Rothesay, the first Dukedom created in Scotland. This is still the 

title adopted by the Royal heir apparent when in Scotland.   There is also a 

theory that the font was a gift to Robert and Annabella from the barons 

whose arms are carved around the bowl of the Font. (These are illustrated 

on the following pages. ) 

  

    Robert III, although great grandson of Robert the Bruce, was not a  

strong king. He had been injured in a riding accident which left him                

partially crippled. Baptised John, he changed his name to Robert on as-

cending  the throne as he considered John to be an unlucky name for a 

king. This, unfortunately, did  not change his luck. His brother Robert, 

Earl of Fife and Monteith, later Duke of Albany, ruled the country in all 

but name. Robert III suffered bouts of depression  and at one stage asked 

to be buried in a midden under the epitaph “Here lies the worst of kings 

and most miserable of men.”   


