
 

 The gift of these cups may seem somewhat surprising when it is 

known that objections were made to his appointment by the Magistrates 

and Town Council, the Guildry, the five Incorporated Trades and a section 

of the Kirk Session. Although Presbytery dismissed their objections they 

fought their case for almost two years before Mr Robertson could be or-

dained minister in Inverkeithing. 

 

 A further set of two flagons and four cups were gifted to the church 

by a Mr Douglas of “Craigdhu” in 1877. This set was made by Hamilton, 

Crichton & Co. of 41 George Street, Edinburgh 

 

 The earliest communion ware of the Secessionist church appears to 

have been lost in a dispute between the Rev Forrest, his supporters and 

another section of the congregation at that time. There are two pewter 

flagons which bear no date and a pewter plate which bears the inscription 

 

Belonging to the New Kirk Session of Inverkeithing 

 

The earliest dated items are four pewter cups bearing the date 1786 and 

the inscription 

 

Belonging to the Associate Congregation at Inverkeithing 

 

 There are a further eight pewter cups dated 1842 and bearing the 

inscription 

 

Belonging to the United Associate Congregation at Inverkeithing 

 

 In 1904 Miss Walls, daughter of Capt. George Walls, Preston cres-

cent,  presented to the United Free Church a set of two Communion Cups 

and six patens. 

 



Communion Tokens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  
 Prior to the sacrament the Kirk Session would meet to decide who 

should be admitted to communion. The minister, accompanied by the el-

der for the district , would then visit those who had been selected. They 

would test the parishioner’s knowledge of the Bible, Catechisms and pray-

ers. If satisfied the parishioner would then be given a token and invited to 

communion. 

  

 On some occasions a further safeguard would be employed. During 

the communion service the “fencing of the tables” would take place. The 

minister would list a number of sins and call upon all who had committed 

any of these sins to leave. 

  

 At communion services a special collection would be taken for the 

poor. It was common for a crowd of the needy to gather at the Session 

House or church door to wait for the bounty to be distributed. The cases 

dealt with were many and varied. In 1678 “some poor soldiers” received 

six shillings; 1726 “a poor man banished out of the Duke of Gordon’s 

ground”, twelve shillings; 1734 “a blind beggar”, two shillings. 



 

 

The Tower 

 

 The tower is middle Gothic style dating from the 14th century. It is 

buttressed with a corbelled parapet. In view of the close links with the 

early Stewart monarch it is likely that much of the funding for the tower 

would have come from royal sources. 

              

  The walls of the tower are approximately two feet thick (600mm). 

They are constructed with the large stones being placed on the outside 

face, a smaller stone on the inside face and the centre of the wall filled 

with smaller stones and, possibly chippings from the construction work. 

   

 There is little record of any work being carried out on the tower 

until, following the collapse of the roof in 1731, a spire was added. This 

spire was replaced in 1852 by one of a similar design by Mr Thomas Bon-

nar of Dunfermline.  

   

 A clock existed in the lower part of the tower in 1628. This was 

replaced in 1773 by a new clock of approved pattern “to goe twenty four 

hours and to have three dyall plates two of them with minute hands”. It 

cost 40 guineas exclusive of the cost of painting the dial plates. This clock 

was in turn replaced by the present  Burgh clock in 1883. 

  

 The original entrances to the church were on either side of the 

Tower. When in 1807 - 8, the Session House was relocated from inside 

the church, (north west corner),  to a position in the then north porch this 

closed of the north entrance.  The entrance on the south side of the Tower 

was closed off and the present west entrance was opened up. As the street 

level was then considerably higher than the church floor a flight of thir-

teen steps was constructed. It was during this work that the font was dis-

covered beneath the floor of the vestibule. 

 

 The table to the left in the vestibule is the Communion Table from 

the refurbishment of the Parish Church by Dr. P McGregor Chalmers in 

1900. 

  

 On the wall on the right hand side is the 1914 - 18 Roll of Honour 

of the Parish Church .  

 



 

Restoration of the Tower 

 

 In June 1964, in the course of cleaning up the walkway around the 

spire a council employee was injured in a fall from the Tower. A check on 

the safety aspects of the structure revealed the stonework to be in poor 

condition. 

  

 Over the next ten years discussions took place with the Historic 

Buildings Council for Scotland (now Historic Scotland) and the Burgh / 

County Councils regards the work required to be carried out. In 1974 a 

report was called for and the scale of the problem was found to be even 

more severe than had been imagined. Settlement had caused cracks to 

open up on the north and south faces of the structure. These cracks ran 

from the first floor of the Tower to the parapet. The buttress on the south 

west corner had fractured away from the main structure and required re-

building. The stonework on the face of the walls was considerably eroded 

and required attention.  

 

 The Kirk Session set about raising funds to enable the work to be 

carried out while continuing discussions with all parties. During these 

discussions it was suggested that the spire and top level of the Tower be 

removed, reducing it to the level of the roof of the church. It was consid-

ered this would reduce the weight on the foundations and might lower the 

cost of necessary remedial work.  

 

 In 1978 a further report by the Historic Buildings Council suggest-

ed that the extent of the work to be carried out was not as great as that 

detailed in the earlier report. The Kirk Session sought the advise of Gor-

don and Dey, Architects regarding the report, the preparation of a sched-

ule of work and an estimated costing. This was used as the basis for the 

discussions over the next two years and in August 1980 work com-

menced.   

 

 The work was phased over the next twelve years and in 1992 it was 

finally completed with the fitting of the weather vane. This was made by 

Whirligig of Pensax, Worcestershire to a design by R G Walmesley,  

ARIBA, FRIAS and cost £3,250. The total cost of the project was 

£171,000. 


